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Mr. Prescott, Mr. Mill, ladies and gentlemen; 
Thank you very much for inviting me to open your new headquarters. 
I have over the years acquired very considerable respect for the 
energetic and at times formidable way in which your Chamber promotes 
the interests of its members and in particular for the way in its case 
is invariably well researched and documented. 
Equally, I very much value the co-operation the State Government has 
received from the Chamber and its executives in matters affecting us 
both - the question of licensing and control of service stations is a case 
^^which comes readily to mind. 
W> 
The way in which we have been able to work together has, I believe, 
contributed both to better administration and to providing the public 
with efficient and effective service. 
The licensing legislation and the voluntary disincentive schemes are a 
case in point. They provide a package of undoubted advantage to the 
public but which can very easily be misunderstood and - in the hands of 
a mischievous propagandist - very easily misrepresented. 
It's a hard concept to sell. But real, lasting economy and stability of 
employment - rather than flash-in-the-pan price-cutting gimmickry - can 
only be attained through a system of orderly marketing. 
have, I believe, created both the machinery and the conditions for 
such a system in this State and the public is the winner as a result. 
There's one other area of petrol retailing in South Australia to which 
I should refer today - that is, of course, the franchise tax - the 60 
a gallon surcharge. 
Very few taxes are ever imposed amid cries of jubilation and the franchise 
taxes are undoubtedly unpopular. 
They are also inflationary - having a direct effect on the cost of 
living index and their impact is felt throughout the economy. 
I imposed them only with extreme reluctance because the State's finances 
absolutely required me to raise the extra cash, and because there was 
virtually no other means of getting it. .2. 
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Relief may, however, be in sight. Negotiations are continuing with the 
Commonwealth and I am hopeful that it will yet prove possible to lift 
the tax. Certainly if it is possible, I shall do so at once. 
\Jour Association has now been a part of the South Australian scene for 
almost 50 years. 
I suppose that in any one.of them a speaker could have faced an audience 
such as this and referred to the coming crisis in the industry drawing 
sage nods as he did so. 
Crises come and fade away without in the meantime truly becoming critical, 
There is, however, a special urgency and even a certain foreboding about 
the problems now being faced by the automotive industry. 
f'n purely local terms we have just weathered the squall threatened by the 
sudden upsurge in Japanese imports and concurrent decline in sales of the 
domestic product. 
In the longer teimwe have, of course, to contend with the difficulties 
occasioned by hugely increased oil costs, dwindling resources and 
pollution of our environment - especially the urban environment - by the 
internal combustion engine. The level of that pollution may, indeed, 
be more serious than we yet appreciate. 
This, it seems to me, is going to require the development of alternate 
means of propulsion - electric, steam, hybrid and other vehicles - much 
more rapidly than we yet appreciate. 
P 
Here I fear we in Australia may be - to adopt a Churchillian metaphore 
which seems rather apt - about to miss the bus. 
We have a technological capacity in this field as the past record of the 
industry shows and as on a small scale the Flinders experimental car 
project demonstrates - a project which my Government is subsidising. 
But we have not yet as a nation made any really substantial commitment. 
The Japanese are making just such a commitment - spending some $14 
millions in five years to investigate and develop a technology. 
The result could well be that thesy could end up holding - and deserving -
an unbeatable edge and that we will in future see a repetition on a 
greater scale of the order of events that has caused the South Australian 
car industry so much recent heartburn. 
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This is not to be wildly futuristic. 
A very good case can be made out for now using electric vehicles for 
commercial purposes in specific urban situations - even given present 
cost considerations. Studies into this are currently being made by our 
Department of Transport limited as our resources necessarily are. 
And I think it a most sober prediction to suggest that non-petrol engines 
will be in common use long before you need to change premises again. 
I realise that speculations of this kind are of little everyday concern 
to your members but I think you'll agree that they are of important future 
concern - for it is obvious that this Chamber will be closely involved 
in the development, marketing and maintenance of these alternate 
^means of transport. 
These new premises provide the base from which to do so with I'm sure that 
same effectiveness and purpose that is the mark of its activities. 
I'have much pleasure in declaring Motor Industry House open. 
Thank You. 
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Mr. Prescott, Mr. Mill, ladies and gentlemen; 
Thank you very much for inviting me to open your new headquarters. 
I have over the years acquired very considerable respect for the 
energetic and at times formidable way in which your Chamber promotes 
the interests of its members and in particular for the way in its case 
is invariably well researched and documented. 
Equally, I very much value the co-operation the State Government has 
received from the Chamber and its executives in matters affecting us 
both - the question of licensing and control of service stations is a case 
which comes readily to mind. 
The way in which we have been able to work together has, I believe, 
contributed both to better administration and to providing the public 
with efficient and effective service. 
The licensing legislation and the voluntary disincentive schemes are a 
case in point. They provide a package of undoubted advantage to the 
public but which can very easily be misunderstood and - in the hands of 
a mischievous propagandist - very easily misrepresented. 
It's a hard concept to sell. But real, lasting economy and stability of 
employment - rather than flash-in-the-pan price-cutting gimmickry - can 
only be attained through a system of orderly marketing. 
^We have, I believe, created both the machinery and the conditions for 
such a system in this State and the public is the winner as a result. 
There's one other area of petrol retailing in South Australia to which 
I should refer today - that is, of course, the franchise tax - the 6(2 
a gallon surcharge. 
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taxes are undoubtedly unpopular. 
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living index and their impact is felt throughout the economy. 
I imposed them only with extreme reluctance because the State's finances 
absolutely required me to raise the extra cash, and because there was 
virtually no other means of getting it. .2. 
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Relief may, however, be in sight. Negotiations are continuing with the 
Commonwealth and I am hopeful that it will yet prove possible to lift 
the tax. Certainly if it is possible, I shall do so at once. 
our Association has now been a part of the South Australian scene for 
almost 50 years. 
I suppose that in any one.of them a speaker could have faced an audience 
such as this and referred to the coming crisis in the industry drawing 
sage nods as he did so. 
Crises come and fade away without in the meantime truly becoming critical, 
There is, however, a special urgency and even a certain foreboding about 
the problems now being faced by the automotive industry. 
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sudden upsurge in Japanese imports and concurrent decline in sales of the 
domestic product. 
In the longer termwe have, of course, to contend with the difficulties 
occasioned by hugely increased oil costs, dwindling resources and 
pollution of our environment - especially the urban environment — by the 
internal combustion engine. The level of that pollution may, indeed, 
be more serious than we yet appreciate. 
This, it seems to me, is going to require the development of alternate 
means of propulsion - electric, steam, hybrid and other vehicles - much 
more rapidly than we yet appreciate. 
I ere I fear we in Australia may be - to adopt a Churchillian metaphore 
which seems rather apt - about to miss the bus. 
We have a technological capacity in this field as the past record of the 
industry shows and as on a small scale the Flinders experimental car 
project demonstrates - a project which my Government is subsidising. 
But we have not yet as a nation made any really substantial commitment. 
The Japanese are making just such a commitment - spending some $14 
millions in five years to investigate and develop a technology. 
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This is not to be wildly futuristic. 
A very good case can be made out for now using electric vehicles for 
commercial purposes in specific urban situations - even given present 
cost considerations. Studies into this are currently being made by our 
Department of Transport limited as our resources necessarily are. 
And I think it a most sober prediction to suggest that non-petrol engines 
will be in common use long before you need to change premises again. 
I realise that speculations of this kind are of little everyday concern 
to your members but I think you'll agree that they are of important future 
concern - for it is obvious that this Chamber will be closely involved 
in the development, marketing and maintenance of these alternate 
^means of transport. 
These new premises provide the base from which to do so with I'm sure that 
same effectiveness and purpose that is the mark of its activities. 
I have much pleasure in declaring Motor Industry House open. 
Thank You. 
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